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www.circularocean.eu

Inspiring Communities to realise the 

hidden economic opportunities of 

discarded fishing nets and ropes in the 

Northern Periphery & Arctic region

Ideology behind Circular Ocean



LOST FISHING 
NETS!! 

Why it Matters??



Impacts of Abandoned and Lost Fishing 
Gears



Up to 12.7 million tons of marine 

plastic waste enters the oceans 

each year due to poor waste 

management practices

The total economic damage of 

marine 

plastic waste is estimated at almost 

ú12 billion per year, including 

environmental, commercial 

and clean -up costs

Over 33 000 nets

are estimated to be lost 

European fisheries 

annually due to bad 

weather conditions, 

gear conflict and ocean 

currents

By 2025 there could be 

155 million tones of 

plastic in the ocean, 

representing one ton of 

plastic for every three 

tons of fish

Experts believe that 

entanglement by 

fishing -related gear is 

the most harmful type 

of litter to seabirds, 

turtles and

marine mammals

Long term effects on marine life

include impacts on marine 

ecosystems that ultimately leads 

to loss of biodiversity

Approximately

640,000 tons

of fishing gear are

lost globally each 

year
Plastic material absorbs 

persistent organic 

pollutant, if ingested by 

marine organisms, may 

enter the food web

WP5 - ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT



Material Flow Analysis 
on Fishing Nets 

What is the typical life-cycle system of different 

fishing nets used by commercial fishing fleet in 

Norway?

What are the typical annual purchase, repair and 

disposal patterns of fishing nets used by 

commercial fishing fleet in Norway?

What are the scientific estimates of plastic 

quantities entering in the ocean as ALDFG from 

Norwegian commercial fishing fleet?

Scientific estimates of annual quantities of plastic 

polymers (PP, PE and Nylon) collected at end-of-life 

facilities in Norway?


