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The Causes of Ghost Fishing Gear

Category Root Cause Remedial Action

Abandoned                                                    

(deliberate non-retrieval)

Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated fishing (IUU) Enforcement pressure

Illegal gear

Too much gear for time
Operational pressure

Discarded                                                                                

(deliberate disposal at sea)

Too much gear for space

Chosen over onshore disposal
Economic pressure

Damaged gear

Lost                                           

(accidental loss at sea)

Gear conflict
Spatial pressure

Misplaced gear

Poor ground
Environmental pressure

Extreme weather/strong currents

Source: MacFadyen, G. Huntington, T & Cappell R. (2009) 'Abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing 

gear'. UNEP Regional Seas Reports and Studies, No. 185; FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Paper, 

No 523. Rome UNEP/FAO
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Refurbishment, 

Upgrade

2nd Use

Cumulative environmental 
impact
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•Re-Industrialisation 1.0

•Decentralisation

•Low Carbon

•Circular
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CIRCULAR ECONOMY BUSINESS MODEL

An organization’s chosen system of inter-
connected and inter-dependent decisions and 
activities that determines how it creates, 
delivers and captures value over the short, 
medium and long term that enables the 
sustainable management of resources in 
products and services, and product-services

Source: Adapted from BS8001 – draft guidelines



BUSINESS MODEL TYPES

• On demand 

• Digitization 

• Product life-cycle extension / re-use 

• Remanufacture and manufacture from 
secondary materials 

• Product as a service / Product Service System 

• Sharing economy and collaborative 
consumption 



www.circularocean.eu

WP3 (WPT1) Green Enterprise and 
Business Engagement

Tasks
• Feasibility Study
• Facilitating Eco-innovation
• Encouraging Eco-innovation
• Eco-innovation Network 

Development
• Eco-innovation Toolkit 

Development
• Eco-innovation Capacity Building
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